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Portola Hall was to have
been sold — that was the
motive of this book. At the
last moment Mrt. Sc-hilling
decided upon an effort to
make it serve a higher pur-
pose than is conceivably
associated with private res-
idence property.

This engraved redwood
slab with its quotation from
the Sanskrit was prepared
to refle the spirit of that
purpose. .

An outline of the thought
is given on the other half
of this insert.

OR it is Life, the very Life of Life.
Inits brief course lie all the varieties
and realities of your existence.

The bliss of Growth,
The glory of Action,
The splendor of Beauty;

-For yesterday is already a dream,

and tomorrow is only a vision;

But 'boda.y, wel].-liwd., makes every y‘esterday

a dream of happiness,
And every tomorrow a vision of hoPe.
Look well, therefore, to this Day.
9 Such is the salutation of the Dawn.




WHENCE THE NAME?
{ Porsols Hills, Portola Woods, Portola Valley, Portola Hall)

From the book [mn-rp! ity the ausplos of the Caldfernln Preemion Comminve, describing che
March of Ponole and the discessry of Sin Francdsm Bay, we ke this passige
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which saddeny turmed to the est, aed saw that the sstern ® was Arished
ma ]Fﬂi;iuul \'iﬂqr. To the canada I']'l!:r e the mame of San Foan-
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the gite of Stanfoed Llntversty. i

" Tha By of San Franctim attemreed 86 be caleil 40 ™ P, ™ ined sives tiaig afiee Calersd
Anm exzsklonbd die provdsd and o Bin Mafciuein i,

FElin preneat nemr, Carnds de G Sasdmas, semi it b Rivern, Missreibe ja, 0p7s

$Tn Bleanmizer, crid, Riven i upthe seteanile an o eaplitsg el and o the sém
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Recent careful review of available data warranes the eonclugion that Portola

had his fisst view of San Franciseo Bay from some point on what are now
known 2s Porola Hills.

Hence the name.

The cxact place no one knows, of course, But we know what & seasoned
weaveler he was: just ending a pathfinder's journey over five hundred miles
of rodey and mountainous coast With due r:g':'m:l to the contour of the country,
Eann}r may rﬂ:muh[}r take the lioense 'Fu.‘|-|: out the spot, At a Fn-:inl: o
chosen, it 15 now :n::l::m.Fl:l.ted to erect 2 modest monument

[t needs no Hight of inapiration to assume that the very nest attraction Jo
his eyes was Arden Hlills, across the Bay, freakishly thrown up our of a wide ex.
panse of marsh lands, 2 seangely detached formation, like a plaghul afrerthought
of MNature.

Anden Hills landseaped and beaurified, a erown for the wondedful industrial
develapment at their feer {inherent in the matchless advintages of the loca-
tion) ave past of the vision embodied in "Portola Hall.”



PORTOLA HALL

Tﬁcfﬂum‘r}' r.ti'd.teuf'
e m*fugwt&.ﬁﬂﬁng, m {:'dl':;f.i;lmr'ﬂ,
mow ﬂ_ﬂéraﬂrﬂ!‘bﬁmk rale




.F.
o

PORTOLA HALL FROM THE MATN DRIVE



PORTOLA HALL

oA d'n:r:'phﬂn nffﬁ: cauniry eftafe EJF
edugnst Schilling, situated on the wooded slopes
of the Portala Hills in
San Mateo County, California

U T is quite rare, in California, to find purchasable
| sucha country home as Portola Hall. Most houses
now available here—those at all suitable for any
establishment of size-—are new; their whole atmaos-
<% phere is of newness. Owners of developed estates only

{}ccaﬁi:::nal[}'d isp-usnz of their Pmpertfes. Portola Hall is not

new, except in its furnishings and conveniences.

Portola Hall was selected ten years ago by its present
awner because of its charm. The dwt]ﬁng has been aug:
mented and refurnished, the grounds have been further
developed under his personal care. Some two hundred
thousand dellars have been invested in the improvements
on this estate.

So there 1s nothing uncertain as to Portola Hall. The
house has sheltered its generation; its comfort is assured
and the artractiveness of the landscaping is plainly to be

S5EETL.

But the family it has sheltered is now scattered, and
Portola Hall is to be sold.



Portela Iall's own hills r=e 1o command a view far over the .rn1|1ng San
Mareo Peninsula.

There = a small lake not far from Porcola Hall: it @ seen here from ane
aof the bridle ]'r:l.tha-



Thu-ugh selected for environment, climare, and intrinsic charm, Portola
Hall fortunately has available the so-called modern conveniences; with

also a large city easily accessible,



Portola Hall is Situated

in the heart of the San Mateo Peninsula of California.
It is surrounded by the estates of many prominent Cali-
fornians who wish to be near the business and social ac-
tivities of San Francisco, yet desire the almost perpetual
sunniness of the Peninsula.

Portola Hall is thirty miles from San Francisco by
paved road—mostly State Highway. It is eight miles
from the Southern Pacific railway at Redwood City.

Such service as daily deliveries of foods and mail from
the neighboring village, telephone and electricity, is of
course available, The Burlingame and Menlo Country
Clubs—a short way up the Peninsula—afford golf
courses, Fnlc:, other usual diversions.

Portola Hall is a neighbor to these—from its setting
against the hills which form the backbone of the Penin-
sula. Relling, wooded country, substantial estates, fertile
fields—the gaze may sweep over these to shining San
Francisco Bay far beyond.

Photographs give poor ideas of such a prospect.
Elbert Hubbard succeeded better in picturing it with his
glowing words in"A Little Journey to San Mateo County.”



', .. the'Broad Oak’ which stands Hua:di.m er.I-:r. in front of Portola
Hall™,

-compared with this view ar back of the Hall:—the fringe of the

wilderness,



In its hundred acres, Portola Hall runs the gamurt from wild hillside to
gentle swale, from redwood to the tender plants of highest modem

cultivation.



The Estate of Portola Hall

covers over one hundred acres, Some of this is sull
wilderness, with native bushand liveoaks among towering
California Redwoods. This part of the property is access-
ible by the bridle-paths and roads which lead to principal
sCenic points.

There is a bathing pool—of course! —with a spark-
ling cascade at one end, whete a pump keeps the water
fresh-flowing at all times of the year.

The rest of the property is landscaped and under high
cultivation. Around the main dwelling are trees and
shrubs of many rare species; there were transplanted, for
instance, five hundred of the hydrangeas exhibited at the
Panama-Pacific International Expositionat San Francisco
in 1915,

Fakther from the house are orchards of all the stand-
ard fruits,now at the age of full bearing; as well as berries
and vines. On a far hillside are poultry runs and the
apary.

And finally—the live oaks dotted throughour the
propetty; dominated by the “Broad Qak” which stands
guardian just in front of Portola Hall.
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A seream as larpe as this & by no means common among Califernia
E5LA0Cs,



The steeam as 1t wanders acrass the glen, seems etemally undecided as

to it propet direction.



Even gemi-r_--:n]:nil_'nl trees and |_:\:Llrns are permitted by the sunniness hees.






The buildings of Portola Hall are allof a substantial characrer, including

the great house with all its modern conveniences, " Sunny Run” lodge,
with thirty-five rooms and the many farm service buildings.



The Buildiﬂgs of Portola Hall

mclude the principal dwelling, a lodge known as “Sunny
Run,” and the many necessary service buildings.

Portola Hall is a substantial building of twenty-
eight rooms, designed essentially for the comfort of its
occupants. It affords all conveniences such as thorough
modern plumbing and furnace heat.

The first floor contains reception and living rooms
dining room, library and billiard room. Opening from
the music room is a large glass enclosed porch, used as
a conservatory and sun room.

On the second floor are seven bed chambers with
four well appointed baths. These all open from a balcony
overhanging and completely encircling the reception hall
below, and reached by a broad staircase. Servants’ rooms
and emergency guest rooms are on the third floor.

The Lodge deserves special notice. It wasevolved from
a picturesque winery standing across the glen from the
Hall. It contains complete living quarters roughly fin-
ished, including thirty-five sleeping rooms; and, as may
be supposed, has sheltered large house parties.

The garage is on the highway at the entrance to the
grounds. There is space for several automobiles, with
drivers’ quarters above.

The chief gardener is provided with a modern
cottage, set in the midst of orchards.



Entering Portala Hall from the highway one crosses a bridge over il
i.llE:I'l.l I:h-E:Il 'FIJHE-EE LI'I.iS :EE".L"'-'I-'E':}".



Pormala Flall, framed with trees, as seen from across the broad lawns
which front it.
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In approaching Portola Hall along the highway, the garage first comes

INEG WIEY .
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Sutrounded, yet not shadowed, by its protecting teees, Portola Hall

irwites the !-.1.I:I1.[Iij_]'|[.



The fuenishings and decorations were done by competent decorators.
The result is a feeling of plasing harmony —as well a3 elegance
in Portala Hall mteriors.



The Interior of Portola Hall

THE LIvING ROOMS are finished entirely in oak, with in-
laid floors and solid beams. Of the bedrooms many are
executed in old ivory, others as the fancy of their owner
has dictated.

The present furnishings and interior decorations were
installed —at one time, and in their entirety—by the
house of . N, & E. Walter of New York and San
Francisco. As |'.r11'ghl: be expected, the result is a harmo-
nious ensemble. The accompanying photographs of
Pottola Hall interiors are from a volume compiled by
the above house, in which these are PtE'.SEIlIZEE] as spfc]'~
mens of their most satisfactory work.

Altogether, the furnishings of Portola Hall give
a feeling of substantial elegance; but here again—as in
the construction of the Hall itself—the result most
desived has been livableness: the comfort of those beneath
its roof.
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The comfort of Portala Hall I!_urni;i]ungs 15 wiell supgested in the

Heccptmn Hall.

The furnicure thrnugimu': 15 quite tn tasee, This 15 the dining PO,



Cool shadows and airy rattan make this corner comfortable for che
WATITHET dﬂ'!u"}i-u

A bedroom must above all be cheerful. Here the spirit is suggﬁmﬂ by
Old Ivery finish.



Pertola Hall eoday affords facilities ample to insure the comfort of its
occupants. Yet it presents as well, tempting possibilities for development.



Possibilities
It has been attempted te present Portola Hall justasit

now is: an estate, but in addition, a home—a home of
proved comfort, complete in every essential.

Frankly, however, we hardly believe that a new accu-
pant will continue to regard it as complete. The soil is
too fertile and the climate too fine not to invite constant
dabbling with the growing things. The grounds are large
and varied, offering many suggestive sites to tempt further
development.

The Price

What should the price be?

Mr. Schilling knows what he has invested.

But what can he obtain for it?

Hence, it is suggested that negotiations should be

meiﬁd by personal inspection which can be arranged
by letter addressed to

M. M. HOWE
Second and Folsom Streets, Yan Francisco, California
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Map showing location of Portola Hall on the peninsula thirty miles
south of San Francisco,



THE DESIRED OBJECT OF PORTOLA HALL

There are but few so content as not to desire world betterment.
Some think it must come through religion; some, through business.

I beheve it must come through a business religion. To the development and
promotion of that idea I should like to dedicate Portola Hall: if I can arouse the
needed co-operation.

What if those green-wooded Portola hills, named to commemorate the birth
of a New Era for “Alta California,” should become the bicthplace and nursery
of a Business Religion, bringing about a better way of doing the wotld’s work
and through that a new and better age for the world?

Yes—these are bi-g words; bombastic if baseless, momentous if well founded.

To my mind the true interests of this world lie not in quantity, but in qual-
ity of human beings.

And the criterion of quality is service.
Is cooperation or competition the key to better quality—to better service?
Said Elbert Hubbard:

“Cooperation and not competition is the life of trade.”

Of course he refers to competition that contends, fights, demoralizes, des-
troys. The sott of competition that finally breeds riots and wars.

Only a few years ago men spoke of wars as being of the past. They were
partly right: religious and real political wars are gonie; but we shall never abol-
ish bloody economic wats until the Economic Question, the bread-and-butter
question, the Business Problem, is settled—and settled right.

It can be “settled right.” Of course it can, if we get together to find the way,
and go that way together. It's just a matter of knowledge and cooperation. Had
we not better try? And is not this the time—the best of all times, past or future?

The Economic Question, I believe, is safest in the hands of competent, prac-
tical, thoughtful business men.

Business men who would help must fit that description, or make themselves
fit: if they can’t or won’t, they don’t belong.

Even so they should not attack the problem unaided. They need the help of
“free-lance” thinkers; but these, to help, must draw close to business and
business men.



Discussion —clear thought, the soul of useful discussion — requires a
helpful environment.

Requires leisure; quietude; complete letting-go of the daily routine, shed-
ding the habits of thought and action that engross and obsess the mind,

A place—surroundings— that make this easy and natural.

Where business men, with apparently conflicting interests, may rub elbows,
exchange ideas, see through one another; nail down the points they can agree on
and let further time and thought deal with the rest.

Where conditions enable each one to give forth the best that is in him.
Wanted: a clearing-house for thought on business betterment.

Away from the rush and the roar, the dust and distraction of traffic—of
business as it is: to discuss business as it should and might be.

Even so we may hope to attain only the first few steps of the rough-hewn
stairs to the hilltop—but that is something.

In the end the hilltop may prove a dream. But even though we should be
able to get only half-way up: isn’t that worth striving for?

And yet—and yet— why even mention “dream”?

Isn’t the idea sound? Is it dreamy or idealistic to build on the only uni-
versal trait of human nature: the urge to live and enjoy; hence the desire fot the
means, the “desire for gain”? The basic perpetual force of self-interest; but self-
interest intelligently directed, leading by Nature’s law to Cooperation and an
even exchange of service.

Does Portola Hall supply the needed conditions?

Just one little thought: we need a little humility to approach big subjects.
Those lofty, massive hills, those stately trees . . . . . . they make one shrink
alictle Shnat reduce the swelling of the ego

So: “Let the Redwoods say toyou . . . . . . 4

Look to this day “mefesiehefsind Look to To-morrow
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